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have been the means of peopling these islands with bird-life. 
That the nearest group has caught the most stragglers must be 
admitted; and that storms do bring stragglers, the occurrence, 
as I have mentioned, of such birds as the Snow-Bunting and 
Golden Oriole shows. It also seems tolerably certain that, were 
it not for the constant persecution carried on by the inhabitants, 
many species, arriving in sufficient numbers, would be able to 
establish themselves as permanent residents; and a few years 
would add, from this source alone, some accession to the iegiti- 
mate avifauna of these islands. But hundreds of Serins are 
caught for cages, and the Red-legged Partridge has been 
exterminated for the table in St. Michael’s; it may therefore 
be not unjustly inferred that other species have been affected m 
like manner. : 

Three months is not sufficient time to investigate thoroughly 
an archipelago consisting of nine islands, situated so widely 
apart as the Azores are from each other; and that a great deal 
still remains to be done I am well aware. I would gladly direct 
the attention of other naturalists to this field, and I am sure 
they would not regret a visit to a spot to which I myself look 
back with so much pleasure. 


VIII.. Note on “ KĶittacincla auricularis,’ Swinhoe. 
By P. L. Scrater, M.A., Ph.D., F.R.S., &c. 


(Plate IV.) 


Oxe of the most beautiful and not the least interesting of 
Mr. Swinhoe’s more recent discoveries in Formosa is the bird of 
which a figure is herewith given from Mr. Wolf’s pencil*. It 
has been described by its energetic discoverer in a former volume 
of this journal + under the name “ Kittacincla auricularis,” but 
can, | think, hardly be allowed to be called permanently by this 
designation, even if Mr. Swinhoe’s views as to the validity of 
the genus “ Kittacincla’”’ (lege Cittocincla), as distinct from 
Copsychus, be correct. In fact I do not consider that the pre- 
sent bird is very closely connected with the group in which Mr. 
Swinhoe has placed it. According to my ideas it belongs strictly 

* [We are indebted to the kindness of our good friend M. Jules Ver- 


reaux for the opportunity of figuring the type specimen of this species.— 
Ep. | t Ibis, 1864, p. 361. 


110 Mr. P. L. Sclater on “ Kittacincla auricularis.” 


to the Crateropodine or Strong-footed Thrushes of Asia and 
Africa, amongst which its nearest ally .seems to be the Sibia 
capistrata of the Himalayas. Comparing the two birds together, 
scarcely any difference in form is perceptible, except that the 
bill of Sibia auricularis, as I propose to call it, is slightly stouter 
and not quite so long as that of Sibia capistrata. The style of 
coloration is also not very different in these two species; but the 
pencil of elongated auricular feathers renders the Formosan bird 
readily distinguishable from all its congeners. Although there 
is some sort of general resemblance between Sibia and Copsychus, 
under which genus I include the members of Mr. Gould’s genus 
“ Kittacincla”*, the Sibie are readily recognizable by their large 
and strong feet, and their broader and much less compressed 
bill. In Copsychus the frontal plumes are peculiar, being short 
and erect and covering the base of the bill down to the small 
oval nostrils. In Sibia the nasal apertures are lineariform and 
more exposed, and the frontal plumes do not differ in character 
from those of the rest of the head. In fact there can be no 
possibility of confounding the two forms when an accurate 
examination is made of them, although, of course, it is hardly to 
be expected that Mr. Swinhoe, in the wilds of Formosa, without 
books or specimens to refer to, should always be able to refer 
his new discoveries to the correct genus. 

Another Indian species referred, by Dr. Jerdon, to the genus 
Sibia is the Szbia picaoides (!) of Hodgson, from Nepal, Sikim, 
and Bootan. ‘This bird is, however, decidedly aberrant in form, 
both as regards its more tenuirostral bill and singularly elongated 
tail, which may perhaps necessitate the adoption for it of Mr. 
Blyth’s generic term Heterophasia. A more typical species of 
the genus is Sibia gracilis of McLelland, of which examples, 
collected by Dr. Jerdon in the Khasya hills, are in Mr. Gould’s 
collection. I am not acquainted with Sibia melanoleuca, Tickell, 
from Tenasserim; but Dr. Jerdon states that it belongs to the 
same type. 

The discovery of a species of Sibia in Formosa is of great 
interest, as affording another instance of the recurrence of Indian 
mountain-forms in this island to which Mr. Swinhoe has already 
called our attention. 
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